London Borough of Enfield

P.O. box 53

Civic Centre

Silver Street

Enfield EN1 3XA

Attn. Mr A.J. Higham, Case Officer

Objections to the TfL proposals for the North Circular Road, TP/06/2360
I have serious reservations about these proposals and are extremely concerned that, under the pressure to 'get something done before the Olympics’, Enfield Council feel that 'something is better than nothing'.  
TfL accept that the proposals will have no real environmental benefit and will not resolve the congestion problems along this stretch of the A406. Indeed the TfL Planning statement claims that  the proposed alterations will not increase capacity on the road, but will remove traffic from the side streets. Surely mutually exclusive claims.
The reasons for objecting are:
On Government Policy grounds -
There has been no proper consultation process appropriate for a major planning application.
The proposals are not set within the framework of an overall plan for the locality, agreed with stakeholders. 
There are no concomitant plans for safety measures in the local streets, although these have been promised for years.

The proposals would leave parcels of land behind Westminster Drive, designated as for future development, inaccessible without loss of further properties in our street, this would result in serious loss of amenity and our neighbours’ homes.
In GLA policy grounds -
The proposals will result in a net loss of residential property.
There would be no improvement to the local community's environment or sustainability. 
The proposals remove more of our local infrastructure and services, including leaving houses that would be uninhabitable, and in effect cause more blight.
Further Grounds -
Due to the proposed lack of access to the NCR from Stanley Road, Evesham Road and Ollerton Road, both Warwick Road and Highworth Road will be expected to take traffic of a type and quantity that would be entirely inappropriate for such residential locations, especially with the infants school sited at the foot of Highworth Road
That there is evidence to suggest from the public pronouncements of the Mayor and the Transport Commissioner, that there could still be a larger scheme when the money is available. Again leading to further blight in our community.
The proposals would result in the removal of two bridges, the only safe means by which our children can cross this trunk road to get to the schools immediately either side of it.
There is a real need for the future of the A406 to be properly debated. The GLA and TfL are trying to bulldoze these ill thought out proposals through on the basis that they are urgently needed. What is needed is a proper resolution to the problems of our community cursed by planning blight for nearly forty years. The only way that this can be done is by properly debating the issue, this cannot happen if the proposals are granted permission.
While accepting the part of the proposal to widen Telford Road to four lanes from three, the rest of the proposals do nothing for our community, or for traffic throughput. Therefore we call upon the Council to reject the proposals and force TfL to come up with a scheme that is a good solution for the residents, as well as others.
I consider that a lesser scheme, just involving the widening of Telford Road (with appropriate environmental work alongside the blighted stretch of the NCR) would be preferable at this stage, leaving it until after the Olympics to review the whole position, and have a more substantial and better conceived scheme at that stage.
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Objections can also be filed at development.control@enfield.gov.uk
The plans can be viewed at the council website  www.enfield.gov.uk/planning 
Quoting application no. TP/06/2360
